Toxicity of cyst extract of Sarcocystis fusiformis from buffalo in rabbits and mice.
The toxic effect of cysts of Sarcocystis fusiformis (of buffalo origin) in rabbits and mice have been studied. It is shown that inoculation of a 2 mg ml-1 concentration of protein of the macrosarcocyst extract (ME) into rabbits and mice was lethal. The toxic substance was thermolabile at greater than or equal to 60 degrees C for 30 min. Protease and trypsin caused inactivation, while papain did not affect the toxicity. ME was found to be non-dialysable, but precipitable. There was also no effect of a pH of 6-9, while pH 4-5 altered the toxicity and pH 10 only partially affected the toxic effect.